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desired political unity. Communism prospered only
among those elements of the people who displayed a
lack of political education. Their efforts in this con-
nection were devoted to educating the people and
raising their intellectual standard. Thanks to these
efforts, Carpatho-Russia possessed over 500 new
schools, whereas in the year following the War, when
Czechoslovakia acquired that country, not one single
school existed there.'

The Czechoslovak educational system deserved un-
stinted praise, for the achievements attained were beyond
all expectation. In the twenty years -of the Republic's
existence the Germans, it is true, had learnt more tech-
nically (for purely economic reasons, of course), whilst
the new Czech generation was not very conversant with
the German language. But people worked in the Republic
as never before, hard and quickly. Labour was the symbol
of the Czech people. Already in 1898, Masaryk had spoken
of labour in his speeches, at a time when the labouring
masses believed that their labour was being exploited.
Masaryk had laboured so much in his life-time that, like
Benes, he had no time to be tired.

In one of our conversations, Benes said to me: * I know
you are an industrious person and I esteem you for it^
for I am also industrious.' These words were accompanied
by a warm smile. Previous to that, when I visited President
Masaryk at Castle Topolcany in Slovakia, where he was
spending a summer holiday, the latter said to me :

* You have written much about our Republic, and we
are very grateful to you. You have a rich field of work.